PROGRESS REPORT ON CURWEN PARK
BACKGROUND

Curwen Park is a landscape park laid out by Thomas White in the 1780’s to accompany Workington Hall.  The current area is circa 106 ha.  The upper part is wooded with a wide track leading to Stainburn, while the lower part is an extensive area consisting of several sports pitches and open land used for sheep-grazing and general recreation – dog walking, etc.

Workington Hall, a Grade I listed building [now a ruin], was for many years the ancestral home of the Curwen family, before passing into possession of the Chances.  In 1945 Lady Chance bequeathed Workington Hall and Curwen Park to Workington Borough Council, stipulating that the Park was to be used for recreation by the people.   In 1974, the estate passed to Allerdale District [now Borough] Council which still owns it.  The Park is a Grade II listed park with English Heritage.

THE PROBLEM

In the early 1980’s, schemes were put forward by the Department of Transport for a Clifton and Stainburn bypass cutting through Curwen Park and joining up with the A596 leading to the Docks and Maryport/Carlisle.  A public meeting was held in the Carnegie Theatre to protest against this and the Workington Bypass Action Group was set up.  Opposition from the Group, local Councils and the public was such that by February 1982 the Department of Transport withdrew the scheme.  However, the idea surfaced again in 2004 in the Workington Traffic Movement Study, commissioned by Allerdale Borough Council, and a possible road through Curwen Park was proposed in the Council’s Local Plan.  Workington & District Civic Trust and others protested strongly to the proposal and it was quietly dropped.  The Highways Agency confirmed in a letter to the W&D Civic Trust that no plans existed to put a road through the Park.  Also, at regular Neighbourhood Forum meetings, County Councillors have denied that any such scheme existed.
However, when the Stainburn bypass was eventually built, it terminated at a big roundabout close to the SE boundary of the Park, and many townspeople maintain that it would ultimately sprout an arm passing through the Park to link up with the Tesco roundabout on New Bridge Road.  This possibility is made all the more likely with the imminent construction of a new 24-hour Tesco Extra store plus filling station on the Cloffocks, situated between the Park and the above roundabout.  Such a giant project is bound to generate extra traffic congestion in the area and give rise to calls for a relief road, which would probably be routed through the Park.

RESPONSE TO IMPLIED THREAT

Accordingly, W&D Civic Trust has been in touch with the Open Spaces Society in Henley-on-Thames, whose aim is to preserve the countryside from despoilation by industry, commerce and housing development.  We have obtained its publication “Registration of Village Greens”  explaining  the  procedure for such registration and the associated pitfalls.  

Basically, following the Commons Act 2006, Section 15, anyone can apply to have common land registered as a village green – and hence immune from development – where a significant number of inhabitants can be shown to have indulged as of right in lawful sports and pastimes on the land for at least 20 years.  The Open Spaces Society has supplied us with Evidence Forms and an application form.  Theoretically, all we need to do is to get local people to fill in the forms and then to submit them with the completed application form to Cumbria County Council.

However, there could be a hidden agenda, i.e. development plans or other snags.  If an application is turned down, one cannot re-submit it, unless one can put forward a completely new case with fresh evidence.  Evidently, it is preferable to have strong legal advice.  We had put the matter in the hands of a local solicitor but he has just informed us that he has insufficient time to deal with it.  The situation at present then is that we are exploring ways of obtaining competent assistance without incurring excessive expenditure.  Only then will we proceed with the application.

It should be added that a cycle path was constructed around the Park in 2009 by Cumbria County Council.  English Heritage was consulted and raised no objections.  It has invited us to alert it to any possible future developments, so that it might respond accordingly.
Finally, to get an insight into the procedures involved, a representative of the W&D Civic Trust attended a hearing at the Wave Centre, Maryport, in September 2009, at which a resident of Strand Street,  Maryport applied to have a strip of land between his dwelling and the promenade registered as a village green in the face of development plans.  The outcome will not be known until January 2010.
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