
Tottenham Civic Society’s Street Audit 
Tottenham High Road, the two and a half mile long “historic corridor” from the Edmonton border in the north to the Hackney border in the south, is designated as six continuous conservation areas. It has a wealth of buildings including Georgian mansions, Victorian shopping terraces and Edwardian Baroque civic buildings in, what is now, a very deprived and run down part of London. 

Tottenham Civic Society (TCS) campaigns to save and restore the historic buildings and to prevent inappropriate modern developments. We wondered if carrying out a “street audit” of a small stretch of the High Road would be another method of working to improve the environment and at the same time get more people involved. Because TCS had no experience of doing street audits we joined forces with the Haringey branch of Living Streets. We chose the southernmost section of the High Road which is designated the “South Tottenham conservation area”. 

The street audit took place on two separate days to allow different people to participate. It was run by a Living Streets co-ordinator who had experience of conducting audits in other parts of the borough. A total of 16 people took part including two councillors, two council officers, two clergymen and a teacher from the local secondary school, as well as TCS and LS members. All participants were invited to submit comments and suggestions for improvement. Inevitably there was a difference of emphasis in the aspects that participants focused on. The main report prepared by the Living Streets co-ordinator concentrated on the street scene aspects (street furniture, pedestrian safety, etc.) and made various recommendations for improvements to these. 

The audit gave TCS members an opportunity to look at the South Tottenham conservation area in more detail. It is the least interesting section of the High Road from an architectural perspective with only one Grade II listed building (St. Ignatius Catholic Church) and one locally listed building, although some other buildings are described as making a “positive contribution to the conservation area”. There was some evidence of new shops and businesses serving recent immigrant groups including a most attractive Latin American restaurant. We noted large advertising hoardings, including one right next to the listed church, which are likely to have been erected without planning permission. 

The most depressing aspect of the area was the modern blocks of flats on the west side of the High Road. The flats themselves are, not surprisingly, outside the conservation area but they still have a negative visual impact. Although the flats are set well back behind tree-lined pavements they are built in dark brick with tiny windows so they have a very forbidding aspect (more reminiscent of prisons than homes). Some are positioned with the high brick wall of their small back gardens on to the High Road; others front the High Road but still look unwelcoming. Surely it is not beyond the skills of architects to design flats which enhance the area and are pleasant to live in. To make matters worse the planters in front of the blocks are often overgrown and full of weeds and don’t look as if there is any regular maintenance. 

TCS found the street audit a useful way to focus on a small area, to learn more about its positive and negative features and to involve more people in attempts to improve their environment.
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