

I recently joined the committee at our society and wanted to find ways of 'increasing our profile locally' I felt a website was needed in addition to our normal leafleting. We have a great need to get more local people to be aware of our existence and to boost membership and attendances at our talks. Whilst the committee agreed to let me proceed, unfortunately like many societies’ funds were in short supply and ideally it needed free hosting.

A friend gave me the information about the BTiK site and having looked at the site it seemed to offer our society the opportunity to have a website to tell the World about the society and its activities. We could at a later date if we wanted to if and when funds were available buy our own website address, but in the interim the BT route looked favourite.

Generally I find the BT host fairly straight forward to use although it does have some limitations, but I guess you expect that considering it's free. It does have the ability to personalise the site to suit your club/society activity, although it has a nagging habit that if you do not login each month and do something then they send out an email reminder to you to do something, - not always easy to find something new to add to the site, although it is my intention that our website does evolve as we put more information there for people to read and as my experience of amending it also grows so will its appearance.

Our present committee structure is such that I act as the webmaster but am not the secretary, so therefore we do not have a email link to me as I cannot reply to enquiries, this may change if we can find a successor to our current secretary who is 'on line' and can respond to enquiries.

Surprisingly there are only a few members on our committee who have their own access to the internet; hopefully we may be able to attract more 'silver surfers' to our website and meetings, although it is a big mistake to think that everyone is online.

I believe having a website will improve communication for other societies to the public.

Peter Carsons

The Sutton and Cheam Society

http://www.thesuttonandcheamsociety.btik.com/ 

