 
Neston Civic Society
Adopt a Train Station

Neston railway station serves the town of Neston, Cheshire, England. This is the last station on the English part of the Borderlands Line before it reaches Wales. The station is 14 km (8¾ miles) south of Bidston. 

Neston Civic Society adopted Neston station in Dec 2006, under the Arriva Trains Wales initiative. Arriva Trains Wales 'Adopt a Station' scheme aims to help improve links with local communities and customers living near unstaffed railway stations. Patrick Hughes, a member of our committee was and is the lead person. 
The station is unmanned, and has two shelters, one with a phone.

During the adopt a station scheme Neston Civic Society have installed planters. The first ones, made of light plastic, were destroyed by the boots of vandals but the replacements, round wooden ones are lasting well. Unfortunately we have experienced some plants being stolen, but are committed to replacing them. To ensure no great demand is placed on one person we have established a rota of people who are prepared to water the plants when necessary. We have also been fortunate that local nurseries have helped with cheap plants and that Cheshire Year of the Garden 2008 gave us a grant. 

People may wonder how we are in a position to fund this scheme but are fortunate that to pay for the above work Arriva Trains give us rail vouchers, which we converts into cash for the Society.

As we want the station to be appreciated by all the community we persuaded Neston High School to organise a competition to design and paint a mural in the subway and received help from a police fund “Project Rural Matters” which helped towards the paint, finally a local art shop offered a prize, as did the school. These all helped to spread our message and engage with partner organisations.  

At present we are in a bit of a gloomy situation. Arriva had promised to improve the station, but still have not done so and the engagement from the school is no longer at the level it originally was. 

So overall a mixed story but one as a society we are glad to have engaged with!
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