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HERITAGE GEMS FOR FREE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Communities across the country will be celebrating their local heritage this weekend and throwing open their doors for everyone to explore for free.  With over 100 civic societies contributing their time and local knowledge, Heritage Open Days 20091 is expecting a million people or more to enjoy the heritage gems on our doorsteps.

Civic societies helping to open up the country’s heritage for all to enjoy and appreciate include:
· Gloucester Civic Trust leading a walk around Gloucester Historic Dock, Britain's most inland port

· Hertford Civic Society hosting tours, quizzes, trails and displays focusing on the last 40 years as part of its 40th anniversary
· Henley Civic Society holding an exhibition of historic maps and photographs of listed buildings

· Cheltenham Civic Society exhibiting its work, notably Civic Awards, Civic Society commemorative plaques, the history of Parmoor House and the 1834 map of the town.

· Leeds Civic Trust leading a tour around the regenerated city centre waterfront
· Cockermouth Civic Trust promoting an historic town trail around the town centre, marked by numbered plaques and described by an information leaflet
· Newbury Civic Society offering a packed programme of property openings many of which have never been open to the public before 

· St Albans Civic Society’s watchdogs exploring the city's hottest of hot spots on a circular prowl around the city centre
· Godalming Trust organising a concert by Godalming Town Band featuring traditional Morris Dancing 
· Nottingham Civic Society showcasing innovative design on a tour of Nottingham University’s new Science Park

· Trowbridge Civic Society celebrating Wiltshire’s woollen heritage.
Tony Burton, Director of the Civic Society Initiative2, said:

“Heritage Open Days provides a feast of experiences for everyone for free.  It is an opportunity to learn and enjoy more about the extraordinary stories and places which can enrich all our lives.  The nation cares more for its heritage than politicians and policy makers realise and Heritage Open Days demonstrates the pride local communities have for their area and what makes it special.”
NOTES FOR EDITORS
1.
Heritage Open Days is the country’s largest voluntary cultural event – with over 4,000 places opening up for free between 10 and 13 September.  90 per cent of the population lives within 30 minutes of a Heritage Open Days event.  The Heritage Open Days online directory listing all the events taking place in England can be seen at www.heritageopendays.org.uk.  Heritage Open Days is being co-ordinated by English Heritage in 2009.
2.
The Civic Society Initiative was launched by Griff Rhys Jones and Tony Burton on 1 June 2009.  It has been established to support and provide a voice for the unique network of over 1,000 civic societies and 250,000 members across the country following the Civic Trust going into administration in April 2009.  A major survey of civic societies inviting views on their role and how they can be strengthened can be found at www.civicsocietyinitiative.org.uk .  
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